Week beginning: 8th October 2018

St John & St Francis Newsletter
Message from Mr Gordon
The lesson that our children have taught me this week is one of resilience. I was extremely impressed to watch our footballers in the
week playing against Eastover school. In a closely fought game, we came second by 4 goals to 3. What struck me was the way
that our children’s spirit didn’t wane not their heads drop. They continued to work together as a team, support one another and
keep going right until the final whistle was blown. Miss Bryant delivered an upbeat team talk at the end, after which the children left
buoyed by their achievements and tangible sense of pride.
At times we all face challenges, both at work and at home. If we follow the children’s example and keep positive, we can use our
resilience to overcome any obstacle that is put in our way.

Singing Children of Africa, the Kenyan Choir:
We were visited on Wednesday 10th October by the Singing Children of Africa, the Kenyan Choir. The visit was arranged at short
notice, so we were unable to share this information in last week’s newsletter. The Choir joined in with Miss Bryant’s PE lesson by
playing football with our pupils before they, and staff, were treated to a singing performance by the Choir and a Question and
Answer session where we heard about the children’s lives and schooling in Africa. We were proud to welcome such a talented
group of children to our school. Many thanks to the staff, in particular Mr Swift, Miss Bryant & Mrs Craven for hosting this.
Open Day : September 2019 Primary school admission
We have held our find Open Day for children starting school in September 2019. As with our previous Open Day, the feedback from
parents was fantastic, with our Year 6 Team Captains (who led the tours) praised as ‘very knowledgeable, very polite, credit to our
school, great enthusiasm, lovely & welcoming’ and our Classes as ‘well structured, extremely well behaved, very happy’.
A reminder that if your child is starting Primary school in September 2019, applications must be received by Somerset County
Council by 15th January 2019. Please see www.somerset.gov.uk/education-learning-and-schools/choosing-a-school/apply-to-startschool for further information.
Secondary School admission : September 2019
If your child is currently in Year 6 and due to start Secondary School in September 2019, applications must be received by Somerset
County Council by 31st October 2018. Please see www.somerset.gov.uk/education-learning-and-schools/choosing-a-school/applyto-transfer-schools/ for further information.
Class Pages:
Teachers have been busy updating these, and they can now be viewed on www.stjohnstfrancisbwmat.org - Children – Class Pages
– Select your child’s class.
Sports Blog:
Miss Bryant has updated this, and information on PE lessons, fixtures and results can be found under:
www.stjohnstfrancissport.edublogs.org
First Bronze Star awarded:
The children are busy accumulating their Team Points, and we are pleased to announce that last week saw the first Bronze star
awarded to Codie R in Tawny Owl Class. Well done everyone for working hard to increase their Team Points!
Absence due to Diarrhoea & Vomiting:
We are now in the season where children are unwell due to diarrhoea and vomiting, which is not uncommon. Just to reiterate that if
you have been asked to provide medical evidence of your child’s absence due to this bug, the Education Welfare Service advise
us that ‘If the parent phoned the GP, which we would advise them to do if medical evidence has been requested, and they say
stay at home, this call should be recorded on the child’s record and a screenshot print out could be provided by the surgery or an
appointment card provided. A copy of a prescription or labels from prescribed medicine could also be provided.’
A reminder that children should remain at home for 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea and/or vomiting.
Data and Consent forms:
Firstly, thank you to those who have returned their data and consent forms, sent out on 21st September 2018. We are aware of an
issue regarding doctor’s surgery contact details, and these have been corrected where necessary.
We have sent out text to families who have not yet returned their children’s forms. If you have received a text, please return these
completed forms to the School Office asap as it is imperative that our records are up to date. Where the photography consent
form has not been returned, this will mean that your child does not have permission to have their photograph taken. As we are
reliant upon the correct telephone number for texting, if you are aware that you have not returned the forms, please complete
these and return to us ASAP in order that we can update our records to ensure that you are receiving messages sent out.

Harvest Collection:
After the success of the last two years collections, we are again asking for your kind donations of food for Bridgwater Food Bank. We
would be grateful for donations of the following non-perishable food items:Milk (UHT or powdered) Sugar
Fruit Juice (carton)
Sponge Pudding (Tins)
Biscuits or snack bars
Tinned meat
Tinned Fish
Tinned fruit
Soup
Pasta sauces
Tinned tomatoes
Cereal
Rice Pudding (Tinned)
Tea bags
Instant coffee
Instant mashed potato Rice
Pasta
Tinned vegetables
Jam or spreads
Food items can be brought into class week commencing Monday 15th October, until Monday 22nd October.

Eagle Class Community Assembly:
A reminder that due to yesterday’s Science Day at BCA, Eagle Class's Community Assembly will now take place on Tuesday 16th
October at 2.45pm.
Amazing attendance:
The class with the best attendance this week is Sparrow with 99.63%. Well done for achieving great attendance! Sparrow class can
wear non-uniform on Friday 19th October 2018.
Weekly awards:
Bird of the week
Robin
Wren
Blackbird
Sparrow
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
Woodpecker
Jay
Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Crane
Heron
Kingfisher
Eagle
Kestrel

Class Worship Leaders
Amelia H
Jessica H
Bonnie W
Isla B
Not provided by Class Teacher
Lola R
Harry P
Dashah I
Not provided by Class Teacher
Not provided by Class Teacher
Cienna Z
Elsie R
Xaan S
Joshua S
Martha B

Robin
Wren
Blackbird
Sparrow
Chaffinch
Goldfinch
Woodpecker
Jay
Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Kingfisher
Heron
Eagle
Kestrel

Whole Class
Whole Class
Jamie S
Whole Class
Whole Class
Whole Class
Isabella Stores
Toby C
Charlie D and Jack O’B
Whole Class
Emily H
Lainey B
Harvey F and Joshua S
Whole Class

Christian value:
Our Christian value for this half term is: Friendship. “A good friend is like a four-leaf clove; hard to find and lucky to have.”

Local Church Services:
Salvation Army, Moorland Road, Bridgwater





10am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Family Worship
11am Sunday Club from 4 years to 11 years

The Salvation Army are also holding a Messy Harvest this Saturday (13th October) at 3.30pm – 5.30pm. For more information, please
contact Alison.godwin@salvationarmy.org.uk
St Francis Church, Saxon Green, Bridgwater





10am Holy Communion
10am Lighthouse Club for Junior Church activities
10am Midweek Communion Wednesday

Extra-curricular opportunities:
Monday : Gymnastics Club, run by Premier Sports for Years R-6. This club is now full.
Monday : Girls Football, run by Miss Bryant. Places still available - please complete a consent form available from the school office.
Thursday : Boys Football, run by Miss Bryant. This club is now full.
Thursday : Choir, run by Mrs Elson. This club is now full.
*Please note that all clubs finish at 4.15pm

Safeguarding is high priority at St John and St Francis Church School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is
paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well both physically and mentally. The school follows the
latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and contact at School is myself (Mr Duncan Gordon), and our Deputy Safeguarding Leads
are: Mrs Claire Craven, Mrs Suzanne Crane, Mrs Karen Kendrick, Mrs Laura Rendell & Mrs Emily Wells. Our Safeguarding Governor is Mr
David Durston.
The School’s Safeguarding policy can be found online at: http://stjohnstfrancisbwmat.org/about-us/policies/local-policies/
If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224.
There is lots of online safety advice on our website- please follow this link to help keep your child safe.

FULL DIARY DATES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE:
http://stjohnstfrancisbwmat.org/dates-for-the-diary

16

th

18th
18th
23rd

25th
26th

October
Eagle Class Community Assembly @ 2.45pm in School Hall for parents and family of children in Eagle
Class.**Rearranged from 11th October **
School Flu Immunisation sessions Years R-5. Consent forms went home with your child w/c
10th September. Completed forms to be returned to School Office post box by Friday 5th October.
Kestrel Class Community Assembly @2.45pm in School Hall for parents and family of children in
Kestrel Class.
Harvest Service @ St Francis Church. Year 1 and 2 : 9.30am, Year 3 and 4 : 10.10am, Year 5 and 6 :
10.50am.
Reception classes (In School Hall) : 2.30pm
Whole School Photos with Tempest Photography. Pre-school siblings welcome from 8.30am.
INSET DAY – School closed to all pupils.

HALF TERM 29th October – 2nd November.
November
5th
6th
9th

12th
12th
13th
14th
22nd
22nd
29th
30th
30th
30th

INSET DAY – School closed to all pupils.
School re-opens following the Half Term break.
Maths Cafe. Parents are invited into Class for a maths session led by Classteachers.
Please note as this is a working session we ask that younger siblings do not attend.
Reception classes and Key Stage 1 (Wren, Robin, Sparrow, Blackbird, Chaffinch and Goldfinch) –
9.00am - 10.00am
Key Stage 2 (Jay, Woodpecker, Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Heron, Kingfisher, Kestrel and Eagle) – 10.00am 11.00am.
Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.00pm. Parents will be given details of our online parents evening system to
book an appointment with classteachers.
PTA Meeting in School Hall @ 6.30pm
Year 3 trip to Cheddar Caves. Please see letter home 14.09.18.
Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.00pm. Parents will be given details of our online parents evening system to
book an appointment with classteachers.
Year 1 trip to Bristol Zoo. Further details to follow.
Kingfisher Class Community Assembly @2.45pm in School Hall for parents and family of children
in Kingfisher Class.
Heron Class Community Assembly @ 2.45pm in School Hall for parents and family of children
in Heron Class.
Non-school uniform in lieu of donations for PTA Christmas Fair.
Festival of Light Day. The children will focus on different religious festivals that celebrates lights.
PTA School Disco – further details to follow nearer the event.
December

Our Nativity performances will be at The Salvation Army Hall in Moorland Road.

3rd
14th
17th - 21st
17th @
2.00pm
18th @
2.00pm
19th @
9.30am
19th @
2.00pm
20th @
9.30am
20th @
2.00pm
21st
21st

21st

PTA Meeting in School Hall @ 6.30pm
PTA Christmas Fair – further details to follow nearer the event.
Sparkle and Shine Week. Please send in a decorated shoe box.
Nativity - Year R, 1 and 2.
Wren, Robin, Sparrow, Blackbird, Chaffinch and Goldfinch classes
Nativity - Year R, 1 and 2.
Wren, Robin, Sparrow, Blackbird, Chaffinch and Goldfinch classes
Nativity Year 5 and 6
Heron, Kingfisher, Kestrel and Eagle classes
Nativity Year 3 and 4
Jay, Woodpecker, Barn Owl and Tawny Owl classes
Nativity Year 3 and 4
Jay, Woodpecker, Barn Owl and Tawny Owl classes
Nativity Year 5 and 6
Heron, Kingfisher, Kestrel and Eagle classes
Christmas Jumper Day. Children are invited to wear their Christmas Jumper with their normal school
trousers/skirt.
Parents invited into Class to make a Christmas decoration with their child. Please note as this is a
working session we ask that younger siblings do not attend.
Reception classes and Key Stage 1 (Wren, Robin, Sparrow, Blackbird, Chaffinch and Goldfinch) –
9.00am - 10.00am
Key Stage 2 (Jay, Woodpecker, Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Heron, Kingfisher, Kestrel and Eagle) – 10.00am 11.00am
PTA Christmas Parties – these will be held in children’s classes during the school day.

